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John Scherer’s article on Captain John Kathan 
of Dummerston, Vermont was published in the 
Fall 2012 issue of Vermont Genealogy. 

 

The 2013 Kathan Family Reunion will be held 
August 9-11, 2013 at the Putney Inn, Putney, 
Vermont. 

 

 Visit the Kathan Reunion website, created by 
Nancy Kathan, at: http://kathanreunion.com/ 
and register. 

 

 

 

 

Susan and Donald Kathan have also created a 
Kathan Family website at: 
http://www.kathanfamily.com/home.

�

There are 427 Kathans listed on the find-a-grave 
website. 
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Republican-American, 4 October 2011, Page 4B 
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Chicago Daily Tribune (1872-1963): Jun 
20, 1897 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers Chicago 
Tribune (1849-1986) 
Page 34 
HAD SEVENTY-SEVEN 
GRANDCHILDREN 
In Addition Mrs. Freelove Kathan left 101 
Great-Grandchildren and Three Great-Great-
Grandchildren. 
 
  Saratoga, N. Y., June 18. – Mrs. Freelove 
Kathan, widow of Luke Kathan, who died in 
her 90th year a few days ago, at her home in 
Conklingville, Saratoga County, was the 
mother of six sons and nine daughter, all of 
whom reached married life, and eleven of 
whom are now living.  She had 102 
Grandchildren, 77 of whom are living; 101 

great-grandchildren, all of whom survive 
her.  Four generations of her descendants 
were represented at her funeral.  She married 
at the age of 15. 
   Her father, David Allen, was born in 
Rhode Island, and he died at the age of 95 
years.  Her mother died at the age of 70.  
Her parents had eleven children, all of 
whom married, and had 96 grandchildren, 
more than 100 great-grandchildren when 
they died.  Mrs. Kathan’s oldest child is 72 
years old and the youngest is 44. 
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Mason City Globe-Gazette 
21 May 1930 
Page 12 
 
OSAGE VETERAN RACE MAN DIES 
John Kathan, 88, Was On of Oldest Drivers 
in Iowa 
 
   Osage, May 21 (AP) – Believed to be the 
oldest race horse driver in the country, John 
Kathan, 88, is dead at his home from 
complications developing after a fall in 
which he broke his hip.      
   A Civil war veteran, Kathan came to Iowa 
after the war to drive the state coach 
between Guttenberg and Dubuque.  His last 
horse race was made here last summer. 
   Kathan had driven race horses for 70 
years.  He mounted his last sulky and drove 
in his final race here last summer.  He had 
driven on every important race track in Iowa 
and had driven for many prominent Iowa 
race horse owners.   
   During the war he served with the One 
Hundred Twenty-fourth New York 
regiment.  One of his first jobs in Iowa was 
driving the stage coach from Dubuque to 
Guttenberg. 
   He is survived by three children, Charles, 
Bert and Kitty, all of Osage. 
 
 
 
Mason City Globe-Gazette 
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KATHAN FUNERAL SERVICES HELD 
Veteran Osage Turfman in Mitchell County 
Dies From Fall. 
 
   Osage, May 22 – John Kathan, 88, veteran 
turfman and pioneer Iowan, was buried 

yesterday afternoon at 2 o’clock with the 
Rev. E. B. Frye of the Methodist church in 
charge.  Mr. Kathan died Tuesday. 
   Mr. Kathan was born in the state of New 
York, March 25, 1842.  He was in the Battle 
of Bull Run, the Wilderness and others with 
the One Hundred Twenty-fourth New York 
regiment of the Civil war and when the war 
was over came to Iowa.  He drove the stage 
coach between Guttenberg and Dubuque. 
   For many years he had been training race 
horses and his last race was staged last 
summer.  Among his winning horses were 
Patola 2:13 1/?, who won 15 out of 16 races 
in one season; Dulcie, 2:18; Roy, the Kid 
7:07 1/4; Buck Muscovite, 2.07 ¼; 
Blackford 2.13 ¼; Donnie Sullivan 2:13 14 
and others,  In 1923 he drove Chetwind, 
winning all of the eight races. 
   Altho he was in a number of accidents and 
spills he was never seriously injured until 
two weeks ago when he fell from his back 
porch and broke his hip which resulted in his 
death.  Surviving are three children, Charles, 
Bert and Kittie all of Osage. 
 
 
Obituary 
La Crosse Tribune 
August 8, 2011 
Internet 
 
Viola Marie (Walther) Kathan McCord 
 
Posted: Monday, August 8, 2011 12:00 am  
 
 
Viola Marie “Granny” Kathan McCord 
passed away on Sunday, Aug. 7, 2011, at the 
Bethany-Riverside Care Center at the age of 
102. Viola was born on Sept. 5, 1908, in 
Mound Prairie Township, Houston County, 
Minn., to George and Mary (Ruff) Walther. 
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She was baptized on Oct. 11, 1908, at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, South Ridge, 
and confirmed on April 9, 1922, at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church. Viola grew up 
in Bush Valley and resided in Minneapolis, 
Hokah, La Crescent and Houston in 
Minnesota, and La Crosse. She was known 
for her rhubarb custard pie. 
 
Viola married William W. Kathan on Dec. 
4, 1926,  in Houston County and he 
preceded her in death on Sept. 28, 1962. She 
married Leonard H. “Mac” McCord on May 
18, 1977, in Houston County and he 
preceded her in death on July 14, 2006. 
 
She is survived by a daughter-in-law, 
Patricia Kathan of California; grandchildren, 
Shelly Fendly of Colorado, Diane (Eduardo) 
Alvarez of California, Peggy (David) Cook 
of California, Luralea (Mario) Garcia of 
California, Marilyn (Roger) Bernsdorf of 
Hokah, Jerry (Judy) Storlie of La Crescent, 
Darrell (Vickie) Storlie of Clarks Grove, 
Cheryl (Farrell) Guillien of La Crescent, 
Laurie (Matt) Meyers of La Crescent and 
Brian (Maureen) Storlie of Hokah; 32 great-
grandchildren; 19 great-great-grandchildren; 
and several nieces and nephews. In addition 
to her husbands and parents, she was 
preceded in death by a son Donald, a 
daughter and son-in-law Mary (Casey) 
Storlie, a daughter Arliene, brothers Henry 
(Marie) Walther, Peter Walther, Louis 
(Alice) Walther, Edward Walther and Arthur 
(Anna) Walther, and sisters, Amelia Walther 
and Luella (Norbert) Lone. 
 
Funeral services will be held on Wednesday, 
Aug. 10, 2011, at 11 a.m. at Zion 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Hokah. Pastor 
Steven Wall will officiate. Burial will be in 
the Prospect Hill Cemetery, La Crescent. 

Friends may call at the church on 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. until the time of 
services. In lieu of flowers, memorials may 
be given to Zion Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. The Schumacher-Kish Funeral 
Home of La Crescent is in charge of 
arrangements. Online guestbook is available 
at www.schumacher-kish.com. 
 
Mason City Globe-Gazette 
26 April 1934 
Page 18 
 

Honored with Shower. 
OSAGE – Mrs. Maurice Kathan planned a 
shower Thursday evening for her sister-in-
law, Miss Grace E. Kathan.  Miss Grace E. 
Kathan, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Kathan, Osage, and Edwin Cohrt of Spencer 
are to be married Friday afternoon at the 
Little Brown church at Nashua.  Thence they 
will go the Drake relays at Des Moines, 
before going on to Spencer, where Mr. 
Cohrt is a stock buyer. 
 
Mason City Globe  
30 April 1934 
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2 COUPLES MARRIED AT CHURCH 

IN THE VALE 
NASHUA – April 30.  Miss Grace Kathan, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kathan of 
Osage, and Edwart H. Cohrt, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. A. E. Cohrt of Spencer, were married 
at the Church in the Vale Friday by the Rev. 
William Kent.  They will make their home 
at Spencer where the bridegroom is engaged 
in buying stock.  The Rev. William H. Kent 
officiated at the marriage of Miss Esther L. 
West and Harry R. Irwin, both of Davenport, 
which to place at the Little Brown church 
Thursday evening. 


